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No Final Shore
Adonis (aka Ali Ahmad Said Esber)

Extract from the poem Beginnings of the Body, Ends of the Sea by Adonis,
translated by Khaled Mattawa from Adonis: A Selection, from Yale University Press

The seais a force in us.

The sea is in your mouth and the sea is the moon's hand and the sea

wraps round us

and in the sea is our being.

And we rise from the sea and we rise with the sea and we turn in the sea and the sea winds
round us and we rise

and the sea rises with us.

Extract from the poem On Behalf of the Path from Mihyar the Damascene by Adonis,
translated by Kareem James Abu-Zeid and Ivan Eubanks

On behalf of my path adorned with waves and mountains,

On behalf of my face filled with echoes, | snuffed thousands of skyborne white candles,
I told my teeth and blue nails

To give way with me and surrender

To the roaring waves,

| told them to cut the ropes

That bound me to the final shore —

I have no limits, | have no final shore.



Commissioned by Pheonix Chorale, Christopher Gabbitas Artisitic Director,
and premiered in May 2024

No Final Shore

Adonis Joanna Marsh
(aka Ali Ahmad Said Esber)
/=62
3—
s : S L —— ——
SN ==S=S== == === =—=—>===—=--=
D) T T T t T t
On  be - half of my path,_ of my path
3— P
H . . ® L D 33—
SOPRANO 2 ,%my % i e ’L"‘qﬂf—mﬁlg—f—fg
On  be - half of my path, of my path, my
n rr —3— 34 —3— 37
p T . — T o ——  — T —+— ]
ALTO 1 e 3 [ I I I - & z 2 I I I ]
N — _\—/
On  be - half, on, on be - half my path
p s 3 —_— P
9 A T — T —1— ji - i T r’\j"i i ]
ALTO 2 ke 3 I I [ I I I [ I I I 4 |
| ) I =
On  be - half, on, onbe-half ___ of my path__
PP —_— p
o) | \ —3— | —3—
TENOR 1 (DX v [ Py | I | | I I I || I i \D \0 I
v —o ! ! = ] 1 ! —
On be half ___ of my path, of my path, my
" PP \_< P———
p /i T T T T T T 1 f T ]
TENOR2 |2 i —s - i S 15 = S !
?V e 3 a I > I o | I | 1
On be - half of my path
rp —_— P —
|
BASS 1 )4 — f f —] F f 4 F |
— pe —o L pe e = i e !
‘ ‘
On be - half of my path
pp —_— P
Fa O /m— i T — i T  — i T ]
mss2 | P ] i — === |
N w Do h-e- B
On be - half of my path

© 2024 Joanna Marsh

www. joannamarsh.co.uk



7
with

b
with_

mp
=66

a - dorned,

mp

a-dorned

mp
17
a-dorned
sea
O
sea

E———
a tempo J
mf
The
The

mf

=
waves,
waves,

mf
waves,
T

— mf

1/

—

I
with
mp —— mf
14
with
poco rit.
—_— P ——— P
waves. ___

a-dorned with waves,
a - dorned,

mp —— ——— mf

14

[r—

waves.

4

waves,
waves,

(]

with waves,

mp
mp
with _

—

]

L/
with
with waves,
mp
VA
with

—

mp ———— mf

a-dorned
a - dorned,

14

waves,

mf

waves,

>—<mf

mf

mp
lpo
dorned
mp
DO
dorned
7
with

a-dorned,

mp

dorned
a-dorned

mp
1292
mp
17
14

a-dorned,

L4
waves,

path

[ fan)

11

N

sea__
sea___
sea___
sea__

The
mf
The
mf
The
be

The

www. joannamarsh.co.uk

©
sea

nf

The

‘waves.
o

%-
waves.
waves.

|
with  waves.
[

| I |

with

with waves,
P

waves,
mf
O

waves,

><mf

waves.
waves.

1/

with

dorned
with
with

a

>—<mf

- dorned

- dorned
[
- dorned

Y
0

N



15 animato —f
m —— my
r — —— — f p
- o f - ¥ 3 be Z ]
| | | | | I I | |
i¥ E E d I I I } i 1
is a force, is a force in us. Wraps  round,
animato <f mf —— mp
__ isa force, is a force in us. The sea_ wraps
animato <f mf mp ——  p
e S S = =rEE
| )
- - - S — — —— —
____ is a force, is a force in us. Wraps__ round, wraps___ round, wraps__
animato mf e, ¥4
7\ I I } ? 2 i < \k\ ;_‘\ } i L] \k\ I I I | 7 N I I |
'ga" d | =l r I L | | | I L g | I | | | ]
is a force. Wraps__round, wraps__ round, wraps___ round,
A animato <f mf ——— pp
| | | I | | ) A P I ]
1 I 4 1 1
is a force, is a force in us.
pp
0H
D4 T T >y I ]
7\ [ - | = < T & p. £ -
[ Fan) I | |
AND"4 O I I "4 | | | 1
DA — \
_ wraps round,
pp
)—eo f - F— ¥ i —* ¥ - ]
7 I | ry | | | r ]
I I | | | 1
- wraps  round,
rax I I I ]
J O I - I - | Y 4 - ]
7 O I I | I P ]
~ I I | 1
N [
round,
19
) | | . | )
y 4 Ir | | | T | T | ]
| | Y 2 [ Y 2 | I | Y 2 - ]
'% & b‘ [ J & & [ & & | ry |
AND"4 | I e I | B 1
.) I
the sea wraps round, wraps round,
H .
D4 | | I T | = Il T | —_— I ]
6. 1 S 2 R e e o e
r i I r i T I I r i I I 1
Dl S f [ f [
round us, wraps round us, wraps round us,
#F_‘\ 4 - I } 4 1 | | 4 - N T & < \‘\ | ]
| ¢ I G‘ P [ & 7 | ¢ 7
55 vi N—r ~— N—__ N~
round, wraps__ round, wraps round us, wraps____ round
0O
< | - & N | & I < 1y | | 2 | | Y ]
D - o  — —¢ =€ L S— B —
N——— ~—— N—r N — ~— ~——
wraps, wraps__ round, round, wraps, wraps round,
A p
y 4 o Il T >y T ; &0 T _F P
Y 4t < et be Y 2 | = Y |t | | el - | =
[ fan) I e ry [ & I || I [ I I |
E)V } i I } | | } I | } 1
Wraps round, wraps round us, round
A p
) T T > T T T -
r 2 | = be Y 2 | = Y 2 L7 T ]
Py I Ve & I P & ]
AN"4 Yy 1 I I I I I I I el 1
5) T [ ' f [
wraps round, wraps round, round us, _
p
R D S— i ¥ f - F— o ¥ f - ]
7 ry | | ry I I | ry I ]
| | I I } I 1
wraps round, round
p
)" 2 T T | T ]
J D 2 < i 2 Y 2 I - | - | Y 2 I - ]
7 ry D] [l & [ [ I ry [ |
'V | I I el I 1
N [
wraps round, round

www. joannamarsh.co.uk



Y RE d ol s s s ol s
L = ki
ST 8
= = = =
[ YEER (o] Ll © N [ YEER [
I T £ B IE:;
o g & & el &
. SN st sl = shlll = sdllll = sl =
1S fNang 1S I v & v g4 O Yyl O &y S &y S
| ]
1 N
L Il [%2)
A-v ~d =}
e 5 i 7
1 1 1
N B ~¢ ..m
|| j=3
o e/ &
=
(|| BB ) w [ a7
) acea SR v Gaa oK - Gna o)
o
g
8 8 |4
i/ e
- e = N
& Ly 2
| N ] B 5 1 1 1 1
2 ' <
Vil B
L YRS
1 N nm/ b ~ o~ >
> ..m ™ e ™ ™
LA j=]
R T/ 8 R
2 2 2 2 2 2
T8 = o7 171 =4 m Ul 5 m [ 5 m [ 1] 5 m\\d 5
e | < < e 2 e
0
Ei Q »
< ™ wl ™ e
2 Hl | =
e 2
e g ) 7 o g e g
N NG <X é N N N i //

27

round _

us,

round

us,

round

Nt
P an
®
N
~t
2] Y
,
e
o
=]
e NP
si
Q.
5
£
)
N

:

us,

round

—d

moun

us,

round

4

3}
17
14

| |
and moun tains,

with waves__

I —
—

a - dorned

path

¥ path,

i

tains,

moun

and

with waves__

a - dorned

path

my

path,

be

tains,

moun

and

with waves__

a - dorned

path

my

path,

A

tains,

moun

and

with waves__

a - dorned

path

my

path,

www. joannamarsh.co.uk



—

c <
il 1l <
ik
-
= |
= N [
HEN | E
s =
~ ] m M1 ] &
pimi o
S
L T B ||
) A minth i
LY i
()
Q
) N &
lerl)) < >
p " = \H_ m
B ! 01 s
—an
~ A-v [
& |1/ S A -
(]
~ o HH\\ L.u
N )
2 o <
Wl ol s
3 aC aCanl gyl
| ©
uﬁ m ] ]
m L
I e
s/ E
s/ 2

tains,

=

with
with

the
5[]

the
the

d

pp still
pp still
pp still
ne

pp still

#
% ==
1y /|

==

And
A
And

Tempo primo
www. joannamarsh.co.uk

T
T

filled
filled

mp

—

~

And

ah

of my face
—— ppp
—— U 4

of my face
of my face

—

ah

be-half
be-half
rall.
ah
o
ech - oes,
ech - oes,
]
ech - oes,
ech - oes,

114
|V /1
e
=4
114
e 3

On
On

ah

filled with
filled with
filled with
filled with

ah

—

mp

~

ech - oes,

mp
ech - oes,
mf
ech - oes,
mf
ech - oes,
mf

j—

L) ]

=

e
[y

ANSY A y m—




filled with
<
mp

’

moon's

’

be-half of my face
moon’s

—_—wf

—3—

mp
moon’s
moon’s

T

¥

T

™
I

ech - oes,

rp

on be-half of my face

mp

58

pp still ———— mp
pp still ———— mp
pp still ———— mp

\
the
Vi)
the
Vil
T
the
IViol
the

PN
©
Py
©
o

hand,
[
hand,

hand,
Poco meno mosso «

face,

moon’s
3

mp —_—

mp
[=#=

moon’s

mp

moon’s

rall.
—

be-half of my

I

the
the
o
the
—3

in
in
in

N g
» 7®
is

is
is

sea

sea

sea
—3—

0

10
o o
44

ech - oes,__

pP———mp ————

with ech - oes,

g
filled

ech - oes,

r ()

<3
D]

www. joannamarsh.co.uk

with ech - oes,

filled__ with ech - oes,

o —
rp

filled

hand.
hand.
hand.
hand.

EZP=N
=
IIE.P=N
IEAsd

moon’s

moon’s
Vi)

moon’s

ech - oes,

—3—

Y 2
hand,

and,
hand,
hand,

¥
¥ hand,



11

=64

a tempo .

p ——— pp

(@)

Tl
1K 3
IV A

IES 3

ech - oes,

=

T
=¥
= 3=

1WA

of

sands

thou

A
1

&

T2
1K= 3
IV

e 3

sands,

thou

sky - borne can-dles,

T2
=¥
1WA
=%

7

|

[ fan T /]

T

of

thou - sands

=7

- sands

thou

of sky - borne can-dles,

snuffed thou-sands

I

T2
ke 3
IV A
1K= 3

[ fan T /]
SV oF

T2

k= 3

thou-sands

Thou-sands,

=7

of sky - borne can - dles,

snuffed thou-sands

I

\

.

I ] T (o]

can - dles.

51
4

-
r B=
[1®
17
]
~t
il
Pai |
®
<N

D)
white

sea.

from the

and we rise

can - dles,

 —

Py

P=Y
©

can - dles.

ﬁ-gﬁ

~—
sea.

from the

and we rise

can - dles,

white

D)
0"

—3—/ 3o —

pp
—3— r3o—

&

and we rise, and we rise.

can-dles,

T
¥ white

[# -
[
rise.

L. PN
[ ="

We

mf

z 2
P

S
©

told my

I

rise.

We

white.

rise.

www. joannamarsh.co.uk



12
55

mf

L)

o=

To give_way,

give

way,

give

77

PN
©

L.~

nf give way,

p —— mp

To give_ way,

s—

#

to give way, _

p— mf

give way,

To give_ way,

mf

mp

>
And blue

give

way,

give

way,

to give

nails

mp —— mf

to give_way,

r =

To give_ way,

ro=

nf

_

p —_— mp

©
way,

=
\
give

><mf

b

77
\
i
way,
mp

O

(]

S

[e10]

a8

@
TE &

[}

2

e

el

g

(o

e

S

[ )

(]

3

NEew

way,

give

nails

teeth and blue

IE.P=N
"

way,

rit
mp

T~

——

mf

—3
&

with me

way

E==

|
_

NS4
[

der__

and sur - ren

give way with me

——mp

—3—

mf

A

0

give
mf

with me
——
p

way
—3

—— mf

<f

| -- -
i
5
E
ke’
5
0
(]
ﬁ V| &
M13 V\\M
7 ﬁ " W
) o
g
S
B
) U
2 ||| L
(]
2
o0
= 1
M 2
e
(]
|
p_mJ [ in NGE]
o 1]
&
=
B
| &
2
) | ®
Ne=

2
M|z
|
(o]
>
5y
2
===
L)
>
(]
T 2
0 2
19}
e

mp

me

with

— mp

way
mf

give

I A

L. Py

me

with

way

www. joannamarsh.co.uk



