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The cantata Pearl of Freedom is musical record of the events immediately leading up to the
Derby of 1913, the incident of the collision between Emily Davison and the King's horse Anmer,
and its aftermath. The work opens with words that Emily Davison wrote in her diary about her
passion for women's suffrage. She uses the expression ‘Pearl of Freedom' to refer to the ultimate
prize, votes for women.

The text of the work, created by David Pountney is drawn from from original sources. It juxtaposes
factual elements from the day; the horses names, the riders, their numbers, their colours, with
Emily Davison's state of mind. She is described in language that reflects the description of the
horses and her musical materialis heard in parallel with theirs. The music moves apace carrying
Pountney's race commentary into the drama of the crash between Emily and the horse, where
they both perilously tumble and fall

David Pountney invented the race commentary in the style of Peter Bromley. No such live
commentaries existed at this period, but it accurately reflects the passage of the race up to
Tattenham Corner where Ms Davison intervened.

A number of contemporary voices give their immediate response to the accident; the press of
the day, King George V and Queen Mary, via a diary entry later discovered. They speak of the
crash's immediate impact as a being serious but also an extreme nuisance to everyone involved.
But included here is a list of the recovered contents from Emily’s handbag by the police sergeant
on duty Sergeant Bunn. This allows a more intimate exploration of her intentions and leads us
seamlessly into a reafirmation of musical material at the opening of the work. A jagged rising
line of unison strings echoes the intensity and also instability of Emily Davison's state of mind as
she prepared for that day.

The final episode of the piece is devoted to Emily's funeral which was a very large scale public
affair with 50 thousand people in attendance. The music of this section takes the form of a funeral
march based around one of the hymns that was sung on the day "Nearer my God to Thee" with
echoing quotes from Chopin Funeral March which was played throughout the procession.
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