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O Ignis Spiritus was commissioned by Tony Sanderson for the Choir of New
College, Oxford. It was first performed at a service to celebrate the fortieth
anniversary of the matriculation of women students at New College on Sunday
27th October 2019, sung by New College Choir and Frideswide Voices, under the
direction of Robert Quinney.
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1a. O ignis Spiritus paracliti,
vita vite omnis creature,
sanctus es vivificando formas.

1b. Sanctus es ungendo periculose
fractos, sanctus es tergendo
fetida vulnera.

2a. O spiraculum sanctitatis,
o ignis caritatis,
o dulcis gustus in pectoribus
et infusio cordium in bono odore virtutum.

2b. O fons purissime,
in quo consideratur
quod Deus alienos
colligit et perditos requirit.

5a. Tu etiam semper educis doctos
per inspirationem Sapientie
letificatos.

5b. Unde laus tibi sit, qui es sonus laudis
et gaudium vite, spes et honor fortissimus,
dans premia lucis.

1. O fire of the spirit
the life force of all creation
holy are you, 
enlivening all things.

You are holy, 
you anoint the broken in their peril,
You are holy, 
you wash clean our weeping wounds.

2. O holy breath, O fire of life,
O taste of sweetness in our breast, 
stream of goodness 
infused with the scent of virtue.

O pure fountain, 
in which is reflected the truth 
that God gathers the lapsed
and seeks out the lost.

5. Eternally you guide the learnèd,
as they rejoice in wisdom’s inspiration.

All praise to you,
you who are the song of praise,
and the joy of life,
the strongest hope and splendour
bestowing the gift of Light.

  
Text and opening verse of music is taken from a sequence

by Hildegard of Bingen 1098-1179
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