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Joanna Marsh

Flare (March 2017)

orchestra

FULL SCORE

Duration  6’

The orchestral work “Flare” takes its name from the opening paragraph of a short story
called “Oil Field” by Mohammed Hasan Alwan about a young boy’s excitement at
seeing the first flares of a new oil field on the horizon. The story reveals through a child’s
naive eyes the mixed fortunes that the oil industry brings to his family’s conservative
community. Although taken from the perspective of a boy intoxicated by the glory and
might of the new industry, the reader experiences a concurrent adult sense of awe and
fear as the tale moves forward. It is the layering of the story that intrigues me and this is
what inspired the piece. The coexistence of things both true and contradictory is very
familiar and there is a natural inclination to want to inhabit the world of the thrilled child
rather than the adult’s informed reality. This conflict gives one’s perception a strangely
wistful tinge. 

© 2017 Joanna Marsh
www.joannamarsh.co.uk

Perusa
l 

co
py



ORCHESTRA

3 flutes  (1 = piccolo)
3 oboes  (3 = cor anglais)
3 clarinets  (3 = bass clarinet)
3 bassoons  (3 = contrabassoon)

4 horns
3 trumpets
3 trombones  (3 = bass trombone)
tuba

timpani

percussion (2 players)       
tubular bell, bass drum, cymbals, tam-tam,
ratchet, roto-toms/tom-toms, glockenspiel,
vibraphone, anvil, side drum

harp

strings

Score in C
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